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T h e  wo r l d ’s  o c e a n  
i s  a  m a s s i ve  s i n k  
t h a t  a b s o r b s  
c a r b o n  d i ox i d e  
(CO2).  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  
h a s  s l o we d  g l o b a l  
w a r m i n g,  i t  i s  a l s o  
c h a n g i n g  o c e a n  
c h e m i s t r y.

a result of increased CO2

C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  d r a m a t i c a l l y  a � e c t s  C O R A L  R E E F  E C O S Y S T E M S

I m p a c t s  a r e  i m m e d i a t e  a n d  l o n g  t e r m ,  d i r e c t  a n d  i n d i r e c t  -  A  w e a k e n e d  c o r a l  i s  v u l n e r a b l e .

THREATS TO CORAL REEFS
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Ocean Acidi�cation

CLIMATE CHANGE = OCEAN CHANGE

I n c re a s e d  g re e n h o u s e  g a s e s  f ro m  h u m a n  a c t i v i t i e s
re s u l t  i n  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a n d  o c e a n  a c i d i � c a t i o n .

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Shrink your carbon footprint to 
reduce greenhouse gases. 

Do your part to help improve 
overall coral reef condition.  

Drive less. 

Reduce, reuse or recycle. 

Purchase energy-e�cient 
appliances and lightbulbs. 

Print less. Download more. 
Use less water. 

Reduce the use of lawn and 
garden chemicals.

DO NOT dump household 
chemicals in storm drains.

Choose sustainable 
seafood. 
www.FishWatch.gov

Learn about good reef 
etiquette and practice it 
when in the water.  

Volunteer for beach and 
waterway clean ups.
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