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11 August 1999

Hypoxia Working Group
Attn. John Field
NCCOS/NOS/NOAA
WS 13446 SSMC4

1305 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Dr. Field:
The Americah Society of Agronomy, the Crop Science Society of America and the Soil Science
Society of America endorse the letter and attachment regarding the hypoxia assessment reports,

contained in your 9 August 1999 email and are willing to be signatories to the letter.

Sincerely,

Gl . ViichoCdes TTD
John J Nicholaides III

Executive Vice President

cc: ASA, CSSA, SSSA Executive Committees



August 10, 1999

Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia Working Group
National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science
WS 13446 SSMC4

1305 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

The undersigned organizations submit the following letter and attachment regarding the
six topical scientific reports requested by the National Science and Technology Council’s
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources (CENR) for an assessment on the
causes and consequences of hypoxia in the Gulf of Mexico are is submitted by the
undersigned organizations.

American agriculture is strongly committed to addressing water quality challenges by
minimizing runoff from the more than 950 million acres of land under the stewardship
care of nearly 2 million farmers and ranchers. Farmers today are producing more crops
with less fertilizer, meaning they are more efficient at nitrogen application, utilization,
and reducing nitrogen loss from their cropland. Programs initiated in the 1985 farm bill
and its successors that provide technical and financial assistance to facilitate
implementation of best management practices (BMPs) have resulted in environmental
and water quality improvements. Emphasizing and fully supporting current efforts to
improve nutrient management through improved farm practices will benefit water quality
much more than mandating farmers to comply with a use reduction strategy.

Water quality challenges are based on a variety of concerns. What is needed are
additional resources better targeted to impaired watersheds and directed at on-the-ground
activities and practices that will result in further site-specific water quality improvements.
Agricultural research, improved water quality monitoring, technical assistance and
conservation initiatives are keys to improving water quality while assuring an abundance
of affordable agricultural goods. The current economic crisis facing U.S. agriculture
makes financial assistance crucial in order for farmers to afford to institute on-farm
practices to improve water quality.

The CENR reports ignore many crucial issues affecting the Gulf of Mexico, including the
increased efficiency of fertilizer use by farmers and the impact of changes in the flow of
the Mississippi River. Diverting the equivalent of the flow of the Ohio River from the
Mississippi River into the shallow Atchafalaya Bay has significant consequences.
Rainfall has increased in the Mississippi River basin in recent decades, and engineering
changes for flood control have added to the flow. Simply mandating a fertilizer use
reduction strategy as recommended will be costly to individual farmers, and does not
address the issue of improving water quality.

The better approach is to acknowledge and work to understand the complexities of the
hypoxia issue while still benefiting from continued water quality progress through
existing programs. Voluntary, cooperative, incentive based programs to improve water






